In early lactation, the dairy cow reaches maximum food intake after peak lactation The results showed that bST per se, and not through an increase of energy needs, enhances (32-adrenergic response on both lipolysis and food intake. In early lactation, growth hormone is known to increase milk production and stimulate lipolytic activity of adipose tissue, and it could also limitate appetite in order to elicit adaptations necessary to reach maximum DMI.
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